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L’Orme des Merisiers, F-91191 Gif-sur-Yvette cedex, France

November 15, 2006Ivan Kostov

telephone: +33-1-6908-8113

Fax: +33-1-6908-8120

Ivan.Kostov@cea.fr

Prof. A. Hashimoto
Department of Physics
1150 University Avenue
University of Wisconsin
Madison, WI 53706, USA

Dear Prof. A. Hashimoto,

Kazuo HOSOMICHI asked me to write a letter in support of his application for a postdoctoral
at your institution, and I am very happy to do that.

I know Kazuo from the time of my stay at Yukawa institut in 2000/2001. We had many discussions
on Liouville and sine-Liouville string theory, in which we started to get interested, and I was
impressed by his deep and systematic approach to this subject. Later he wrote a few reference
articles on it.

When he applied for a postdoctoral position at Saclay, I supported with enthusiasm his application,
and I’m glad that he accepted it. During his first year at Saclay we have not really collaborated,
but I benefitted by very many scientific conversations with him.

As a postdoc at Saclay Kazuo was very active during seminars and he made himself a few excellent
and very pedagogical seminars at Saclay and in the Paris region. In the last months he has
been collaborating intensively with Silvain Ribault and produced a very interesting paper on the
boundary H3+ theory, which could be useful, besides the other applications, in studying the string
theory in Euclidean black hole background. We are planning to collaborate during his second year
on a common project concerning the two-dimensional Lorentzian black hole and its dual description
in Matrix Quantum Mechanics.

In my opinion, Kazuo Hosomichi is a highly qualified young scientist, with broad and deep knowl-
edge of string theory and excellent mastery of the mathematical tools of conformal field theory.
He has a solid approach to the problems he chooses, marked by determination and ability to work
hard. He has a nice character and pleasant personality. I am sure that if hired as a postdoctoral
fellow, he will make a valuable addition to your group. I recommend him in strongest terms.

Sincerely yours,

Ivan Kostov


